; | } =n iS Jie jet , ee 
1 a et 


By John Wesley Erbentraut 


© John Erbentraut 2013 


Introduction 


The conspicuous omission of Sunday in the title of this book is no mistake. It is intentional. 
Throughout the practice of Christianity in America there is a strong emphasis placed upon the 
functions of Christianity rather than the substance of our most holy faith. The harder one 
searches the pages of the Bible for anything that resembles 21“ century American Christianity 
the more elusive the idea becomes, at least from a biblical perspective. There are probably some 
good reasons for this. One reason for these anomalies would fit cultural relevance. It is true that 
we no longer live in the first century Roman Empire. Our culture is different from that which 
existed then. There are many other reasons as well. However, the pages of the Bible do not dwell 
on the functions of a religion called Christianity at all. Rather they heavily emphasize the work 
of God in the transformation of the human heart which is by faith in Jesus Christ alone. In other 
words, the Bible states very little about Wednesday evening service and other functions that are 
so emphasized today in the American church. It is not the purpose of this book to nitpick every 
detail about what is wrong with the church. In my opinion, that would be a very frustrating book 
to write and probably even more frustrating to read. No, the purpose of this manuscript is to 
focus on a few fundamental attributes of our Christian faith that never change at all for any 
reason whatsoever. 


Whereas one would have a hard time finding a good model in the pages of the New or Old 
Testament for Wednesday evening services or even Sunday evening services, there are plenty of 
good and substantial models of the fundamental components of the Christian faith that this book 
is intent on discussing. This author finds three such components necessary. They are so 
necessary that if one, all, or any combination is lacking in the believer’s life of these components 
there will no doubt be serious spiritual problems evident. The three components are reading your 
Bible daily, walking genuinely by faith, and carrying on a daily communion with God through 
prayer. 


Though it is not my intention to question the motives of many churches, nor am I suggesting 
that church is unnecessary, there is such a thing as placing the horse before the cart. Many 
churches have adopted the idea that if people come to church and get involved in a host of 
programs they will become spiritually mature. I don’t know where they got that idea because it 
cannot be found in the pages of the Bible anywhere. The idea that the more one does something, 
the better they will get at it does not resonate in the Bible concerning the issue of spiritual 
growth. There is a much deeper message in God’s Word than simplistic repetition. It is a spiritual 
message that penetrates the human heart. It has little to do with ceremonial prayer, superficial 
commitment to God, and a skin-deep reading of the Scripture at church. It is meant to confront, 
even offend, the deepest needs of the human heart. Its message cannot be brushed off 
intellectually. Religiosity will never do. The problems of the human heart must be confronted in 
Spirit and truth. Those are the two conditions. They are two little words that envelope a great 
subject. 


I would like to discuss the first of the two, which is Spirit. When Jesus spoke on the subject to 
the Samaritan woman at the well in John chapter four, it is clear what He meant. Unless a person 
has the Holy Spirit they are not related to God in a spiritual sense. It does not matter how 
religious a person is. “Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 
God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth." (John 4:23-24) Without 


the new birth by the Spirit people are not children of God in a spiritual sense. We cannot become 
children of God through the practice of Christianity, or any other religion or philosophy. Jesus 
replied, "Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again." 
(John 3:3) We do not become children of God through doing good deeds for others, though this 
is commendable from a human perspective and beneficial to society. Therefore no one will be 
declared righteous in God's sight by the works of the law; rather, through the law we become 
conscious of our sin. (Romans 3:20) This can only be accomplished though faith in Christ alone 
for salvation. The Holy Spirit is the one who leads people into the truth of the Bible. He is the 
one who leads us and empowers our walk of faith. 


After centuries of the domination of corrupt popes and the blatant enforcement of legalism in 
the church, the early reformers were intent on seeking the biblical and apostolic pattern set forth 
in scripture, which is salvation by grace through faith in Christ alone for salvation. They 
understood that the Bible is the guide and rule of faith and life not the church. They also 
understood that the Holy Spirit is the one who fills the heart of the believer with the sweet 
communion of prayer and the strength of obedient faith. They clearly understood that the Holy 
Spirit is the teacher and interpreter of the Bible not a hierarchy order of men. Without Him we 
will get no place with any of this. "I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I 
in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. (John 15:5) Unfortunately, it 
was not long into the reformation that the brilliant flame of faith and the presence and power of 
the Holy Spirit began to dwindle into the dull and powerless form of human works and 
religiosity. Men simply decided to follow religion rather than God. Much of Protestantism settled 
for a form of godliness but denied the true inner power of the Christian faith. 


Jesus said we must be born of the Spirit or we would not see the kingdom of God. If we 
possess that essential truth we can surely enter the further truth that awaits each child of God. 
Such truth has the potential of transforming the depravity of man into genuine Christ-likeness. It 
is truly inexhaustible to investigate God’s revelation of truth in one life time. However, He has 
nonetheless bestowed it upon us, which should result in praise to His immeasurable grace and 
mercy. 

The Bible is certain that there are many people in our churches that are not born again. They 
mistakenly profess themselves to be Christians. That fact places a special burden on those who 
are born of the Spirit. We are called to produce and show forth the substance of our faith in 
Christ which is nothing less than His life being lived through us. This can only be produced 
through truth. In other words, it is possible for those who are born of God’s Spirit to resist the 
truth. It is possible for God’s people to adhere to false teaching and many other negative things 
that can impede the proper spiritual growth on the inner man. Remember, it is the inner man that 
God is most concerned. It is futile to discuss the fruit of fellowship and many other important 
biblical subjects if we cannot recognize that the transformation of the inner man is the primary 
subject and substance of biblical Christianity. 


Without daily seeking truth in God’s written revelation, the Bible, talking to God through 
Spirit empowered prayer, and finding out which way God would like our feet to carry us from 
Monday through Saturday by faith, there is not much of a point in going anywhere on Sunday. 
With that said, we shall delve into a biblical examination of these three necessary components of 
genuinely following our Lord and Savior. With God’s help we shall learn together what it means 


to read our Bibles, walk by faith and live in the power of prayer everyday as we follow Him, 
though undeserved, all the way to heaven. 


Chapter 1- Reading God’s Word Everyday 


The necessity of God’s written revelation in the believer’s life is vindicated by Christ’s 
testimony. Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word 
that comes from the mouth of God.” (Matthew 4:4) 


The context of this important verse from Matthew’s Gospel is indispensable. This verse is set 
in the discourse of Christ’s temptation by the Devil. After fasting forty days and forty nights, he 
was hungry. The tempter came to him and said, "If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to 
become bread." (Matthew 4:2-3) 


The first thing I notice is that Christ was a man who after forty days and forty nights of fasting 
was hungry. Let’s face it after not eating for that long most of us would be dead, never mind 
carry out a conversation. It is safe to say that only Jesus could resist this temptation. Not only did 
He set his hunger pain aside, while victoriously conquering the Devil’s temptation, He turned the 
opportunity into a classroom which we may learn. The teaching is clear. Though man has 
physical needs, such as food for the body, only the Word of God can adequately feed his spiritual 
needs. It is a clear teaching that supports the overall proclamation that human beings are spiritual 
as well as physical creatures. This is excitingly good news because it explains a great deal about 
us. 


Notice the Satanic approach. He attempts to catch Christ off guard with the question 
concerning Christ’s identity. Christ never doubted who he was for a millisecond. Much of our 
time is spent struggling with all kinds of identity problems. People, including many Christians 
find their identity in food. It is a real problem. Obesity is rampant in the church as well as our 
society as a whole. When was the last time you saw a skinny preacher at church? However, 
obesity is only one of many crutches and false escape routes in our society. Drugs, sex, bad 
entertainment, the love of money are just a few. All of these things serve as a false identity. You 
see the Devil does not want people to understand their significance in creation. In other word’s 
he does not want you to find your true identity. This can only be found in the written Word of 
God. 


Unfortunately, the post-modern American Christian presentation has also granted other 
ideologies priority over the Word of God in the Christian’s life. This will never do. Music 
concerts, dramatization, motivation seminars, psychology and the like may or may not have their 
rightful place in the scheme of things, but they cannot take priority over the Word of God. Just 
think about this for a moment. We would not have a clear divine proclamation of human origin, 
nor would we know for certain how the universe came into being without the Word of God. Of 
course, modern man rejects the Bible as a story, and much of the post-modern church has come 
into agreement with post-modern thought, especially concerning the first six chapters of Genesis. 
However, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away”. (Mark 13:31) 
Almighty God is not asking for man’s permission for the Word of God to be truth. We need to 
consider a few important points; there are no unbelievers in hell. Though they were all 
unbelievers while on earth, they are not in unbelief now. They are in hell! They are wishing now 
they could change it all, but it is too late to change anything. 

The Word of God is the only piece of literature that adequately explains eternity. It is the only 
book that provides humans with adequate answers to the questions that philosophy asks. It does 
not provide all knowledge about everything, but it does address the questions about our identity, 


origin, purpose and eternity! It also provides us with adequate reasons for the present condition 
of the world. More importantly, it reveals who and what God is. It reveals the nature of the 
invisible God, and how humans can know and serve him while living on earth. It explains His 
plan for us and the world. Though Christ is the central theme of the Bible, which theme extends 
before the foundation of the world and on into the eternal future state, the questions and answers 
aforementioned play a unique role in human history. They have been asked by every major 
culture that has existed. This process was taking place long before the Christian era. Not to 
diminish the importance of this present Christian era, but God’s revelation extends long before 
and after this present portion of human history. 


Can you imagine getting up tomorrow and not brushing your teeth? No, the thought of 
carrying on daily life without proper hygiene is unthinkable! You will not have many friends in a 
few days time if the habit of not brushing continues. We bathe, eat and practice basic sanitation 
because it is necessary for our and others well being. Unfortunately, people do not see the 
necessity of maintaining spiritual hygiene as well. We need the Word of God every day, not just 
Wednesday evening, Sunday Morning and to top it all off with a cherry on top, Sunday evening. 
However, this has become a real problem. People claim that they don’t have time to read the 
Bible. They claim they will not understand it. If God created time, He is eternal. If He created 
everything out of nothing, and He holds all things together by the power of His Word, 
(Colossians. 1:17) He can give you the time to read His Word if you want to read it. It is not 
necessary for every person to spend hours on end reading the Bible every day. If that were the 
case other important responsibilities would suffer neglect. However, it is not a stretch for most 
people to squeeze 15 or 20 minutes of each day to listen and learn from God’s Word. 

The Bible also teaches He has gifted some men to teach the Bible. However, no matter how 
gifted some of these men are the Holy Spirit is the ultimate author and teacher of it. And as for 
you, the anointing which ye received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any one teach 
you; but as his anointing teacheth you concerning all things, and is true, and is no lie, and even as 
it taught you, ye abide in him. (1John 2:27) All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be 
thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2Timothy 3:16-17) If He could make the blind to see 
and the lame to walk, He can surely open even the simplest mind to understand. This is so, 
because the problem of not reading God’s Word is not really a problem of the mind, nor is it a 
problem of limited time, it is a problem of sinful pride controlling the heart. The pastor teacher, 
though important, is not the sole instrument of biblical instruction. It is the Holy Spirit’s ministry 
to teach all in the body of Christ including the pastor teacher. 

However, the Bible is not a book like other books. It is the only book that is alive. For the 
word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to 
dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 
(Hebrews 4:12) Where men have learned to examine life to a degree through his God given 
intellect, the results are always ultimately inconclusive. Unlike the powers of human intellect the 
Bible is the only comprehensive, true and conclusive examination of man. It is the only book that 
can give life, even eternal life. This exceedingly superior quality trumps all other literature. It is 
food for the spiritual part of man. It is direction for the physical part of man as well. It teaches 
absolutes concerning how humans should live with other men and before the eyes of God. It tells 
us that nothing is hid from His eyes ever. Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight. 
Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account. 
(Hebrews 4:13) It teaches us of ultimate judgment before Him. It proclaims in no uncertain terms 


the only adequate justification for humans before God is the shed blood of Christ. Almost 
everybody accepts the idea that there is a struggle between evil and good in the world, but the 
Bible defines the cause of evil and that the condition of our world is caused ultimately by sin. Sin 
is rebellion against God. It is a personal act which violates His Holy character and laws. The 
laws of God given in Exodus chapter 20, though not an extensive revelation of God’s character, 
give us a stable and absolute foundation for our understanding of God, and what He desires in 
terms of morality and spirituality. There is no room in the fallen heart of proud humanity 
expressed through post-modern thought for such ideas. God’s statements are conclusive, 
exclusive and immovable. As wonderful as these riches of wisdom are, the Bible is crowned with 
the overwhelming and majestic theme of the Grace of God, which is summed in the person and 
gift of His son Jesus Christ who gave his life for us sinners that we would be cleansed of all sin 
and have peace with God, resulting in the free gift of eternal life for all who trust Him and Him 
alone for salvation. Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given to mankind by which we must be saved." (Act 4:12) 

This comment of Christ identified him as being the source and sustainer of life. However, 
Jesus was in the direct view of people at that time. Jesus said to them, "Very truly I tell you, it is 
not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true 
bread from heaven. (John 6:35 Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to 
me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. (John 6:32 ) 

We do not have that luxury of His physical presence any longer. We are called to follow 
someone that we cannot see which is evidenced through a number of biblical components which 
are manifest through the work of His spirit. This work is called regeneration of the Spirit. The 
evidence is empirical through the transforming work of His Spirit in the fallen heart of man 
through faith. God’s work is also evidenced through fulfilled prophecy. Every detail that is 
prophetically stated in the pages of scripture will be completely fulfilled. 


We are to follow him though believing the written testimony in the Bible about him. An 
intellectual approach to God’s Word that refuses to believe the claims and clear teaching in the 
Bible will profit man nothing spiritually. The Bible is so mighty that even when unregenerate 
man employs the principles found in its pages there is a great effect upon society. It is important 
to note that the overall positive effect that the Bible has had on society does not result in the 
salvation of man. The Bible is the bread that gives us life, but this is only true if we believe its 
Words. In other words, we must mix faith with what we read and hear from the Bible. 
Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word 
about Christ. (Romans 10:17) Therefore reading the Bible is really all about getting to know the 
crucified and risen Lord personally through faith. This is the message that is life sustaining bread 
for us today. It really does not matter much about what we think the Bible teaches, but it matters 
a great deal about what the Holy Spirit and Christ tell us the Bible means. That is why the three 
aspects of this book, which are reading the Bible daily, walking by faith daily and praying daily, 
are really intertwined. Though each area is discussed separately, we should keep in mind that 
they are in some ways a simultaneous response to the presence and directives of God. The only 
way that reading the Bible will profit us is if we mix what we read with faith. If it is truly faith it 
will be set forth in the steps that we take in life based upon what we have learned about God’s 
will for us from His Word. The Bible calls this a walk of faith. If our walk of faith is truly 
empowered and directed by God in Christ we will be talking to God and He will be replying in 
return. This is called prayer and answered prayer. 


Albeit these are simultaneous or reflected upon as individual aspects of the Word of God, we 
should pay close attention to what the Bible teaches about each. When the three are placed on 
one plate each day it is a meal. We must not gobble it down in a hurry. We must learn to savor it. 
We must develop a taste for the things of God. This process is called discipleship. Discipleship is 
fundamentally the learning how to put into practice (walk or obedience of faith) the ideas and 
lessons (theology or sound doctrine) that we have learned about and from God through reading 
His Word, walking by faith and praying daily. 

Well that all sounds simple enough, but how do we know what we are putting together about 
God in our minds is correct? How do we know that we are not just making things up as we go 
along? What is the safeguard against falling into cultish ideas? These are fair questions, and 
deserve our attention. The answer basically goes back to the same two words that set the 
conditions for following God to begin with, which are Spirit (The Holy Spirit) and truth( God’s 
Word). God cannot lie. He will not mislead us. What He has given us in His Word is pure truth. 
Every word of the Bible is true. Even when someone lies in the Bible, it is true that that person 
lied in such a manner. In other words the Bible is true about all that it testifies to, even the lies of 
Devil. It is true that the Devil is the father of lies as testified by Christ in the Gospel of John. 


However, God has not ruled out human teachers’ altogether. The scripture is clear on this 
point. He has gifted some to be teachers. So, Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of 
Christ may be built up. (Ephesians 4:11-12) But human teachers, no matter how gifted make 
mistakes and are not perfect as God is perfect. Therefore, if after we personally have read and 
searched God’s Word through prayerful thought, it may be profitable to compare what you have 
discovered in God’s Word with what other people think on the subject. A good place to start with 
this is discussion with a pastor/teacher of the Bible. Seek someone who is Sprit filled for this 
adventure otherwise you will end up talking to another head-trip and get no place fast. It is 
noteworthy as well that the teacher need not be alive on earth any longer. Some of the best 
biblical advice and teaching is from teachers that have been long buried and gone home to 
heaven. Thank God their words of wisdom are preserved for us to read. 


Once we think we have some biblical basis for action we are almost ready to make the circle 
complete, but before we can put truth to practice through a walk of faith in the arena of the real 
world, we need to think and understand the conceptual idea behind that which is to be put into 
practice. This is called theology. God’s Word is not a pile of sporadic and unrelated stories that 
is meant to leave us confounded and more confused about the world we live in than before we 
read it. For God is not a God of disorder but of peace--as in all the congregations of the Lord's 
people. (1Corinthians 14:33) For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of 
love, and of a sound mind. (2Timothy 1:7) 


The word Babylon in the Bible is closely related to the word confusion. It means that the world 
since the time of Adam and Eve’s fall into sin has been in confusion. It makes perfect sense. The 
world is confused about almost everything, but especially about God. Just stop and think for a 
moment. Name one subject that does not eventually sink into a world of confusion. Now we have 
arrived at the crux of this chapter. It is to undo the confusion in our minds. To learn to think how 
God thinks about us and the world we live in. Once again this process is called theology. The 
word simply means knowledge of God. We are to gain His knowledge to the extent of the ideas 


and subjects presented as written in the Bible. It should not be suggested that every believer is 
required to become a master theologian. Christ never commanded any one, not even his disciples 
and apostles to do that. Nonetheless, when the Bible commands the believer to be of sound 
doctrine, it is suggesting that we need some basic theology that ties or harmonizes the ideas 
across the pages of the Bible that is explicable. Unfortunately, our churches are filled with 
people that in many cases have been attending for years that cannot explain even the simplest of 
theological and biblical concepts. This means that people believe things that they really do not 
understand. It is God’s will that we do understand what we believe and why we believe it. For 
this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 
and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 
and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. For if you possess these 
qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in 
your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. (2Peter 1:5-8) Notice that in Peter’s second epistle the 
subject of adding knowledge to our faith is emphasized. 

Most cults practice things that can be straight out of scripture. A cult is not a cult because of 
what it might or might not practice usually. It is a cult because it veers from the written Word of 
God theologically. Take a look at the Mormons. They practice many things that are biblical in 
nature, but they also practice many things that are not biblical in nature. What they practice is not 
what makes them a cult. It is what they believe or don’t believe about what the Bible teaches 
theologically about Christ Jesus that makes them a cult. They attack God’s Word. Their theology 
is unbiblical and wrong. It is the same for the Jehovah Witnesses and many others as well. 


The force of truth in our walk is only as good as the reality of that truth in our own lives. That 
is what the problem was of the Pharisees of the New Testament. They fell into externalism. The 
things that they believed about God were only external. "Woe to you, teachers of the law and 
Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of 
greed and self-indulgence. (Matthew 23:25) Therefore, if we search God’s Word for truth it 
must be digested and become reality in our lives or it will not profit us or others at all. We need 
to understand that part of what God communicates is sweet like honey. They are more precious 
than gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the honeycomb. 
(Psalm 19:10) Other parts are bitter. So I went to the angel and asked him to give me the little 
scroll. He said to me, "Take it and eat it. It will turn your stomach sour, but 'in your mouth it will 
be as sweet as honey." I took the little scroll from the angel's hand and ate it. It tasted as sweet as 
honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it, my stomach turned sour. (Revelation 10:9-10) In 
other words, some of what God has for us will make us sick to our stomach. If we are going to 
accept the truth then we must not pick and choose what truth to accept. We must accept the 
whole truth or nothing. 


There are things about us that are hard for people to accept. For example, let’s consider this 
biting passage from Romans. The entire section is included as to give us some idea of what it 


means to read the Bible in Spirit and truth. Let’s take it line by line. 


(Rom 3:9) What shall we conclude then? Do we have any advantage? Not at all! For we have 
already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under the power of sin. 


(Rom 3:10) As it is written: "There is no one righteous, not even one; 
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(Rom 3:11) there is no one who understands; there is no one who seeks God. 


(Rom 3:12) All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who 
does good, not even one." 


(Rom 3:13) "Their throats are open graves; their tongues practice deceit." "The poison of vipers 
is on their lips." 


(Rom 3:14) "Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness." 
(Rom 3:15) "Their feet are swift to shed blood; 

(Rom 3:16) ruin and misery mark their ways, 

(Rom 3:17) and the way of peace they do not know." 

(Rom 3:18) "There is no fear of God before their eyes." 


(Rom 3:19) Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so 
that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. 


So before going on to our Bible study, let’s humble our hearts and pray. Lord, we come to 
you with nothing to offer except these empty hands. We ask you to lead us to freedom and that 
we would learn of your grace in a deeper way on this day. Amen. That is my prayer. Please pray 
your own prayer from your own heart in your own words. It will mean more to God. Remember, 
God wants to hear from YOU, not someone else. Always pray from your heart. Don’t let others 
do your praying for you. If you don’t know what to say, just say “Lord, I don’t know where to 
begin”. Amen. At least that is honest and truthful. God will honor even that truth. 


Beginning with verse nine, ask yourself if that verse includes you. This is a probing question 
that will lead to good theology if it is answered in a truthful way. It must because we gather from 
the verse that there is no racial or social status that eludes this judgment of God. All have sinned. 
We are sinners by birth, divine decree and practice. However, the blood of Christ cleanses the 
sinner when he places faith in Christ for salvation alone. This cleansing is once for all and 
forever. And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all. (Hebrews 10:10) Thank God that the believer does not have to be continually 
cleansed of sin. We are not bound to a sacerdotal system of sacrament taking in order to be 
continually cleansed of the stain of sin. Though this is practiced by millions of sincere believers 
itis a false practice, and one more example of the sheep of God being misled into an endless 
program of works that do not resonate with God because He never taught it in His Word to begin 
with. Nonetheless, we have all participated in willful sin and Romans 3:9 should bring within 
the believer a contrite and humble heart. God resists the proud but he lifts the humble. 

In the same way, you who are younger, submit yourselves to your elders. All of you, clothe 
yourselves with humility toward one another, because, "God opposes the proud but shows favor 
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to the humble." Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up 
in due time. (1 Peter 5:5-6) 


We begin to see that though Romans 3:9 is our focus, the passage is not a standalone verse. 
Though the central theme is the universality of sin, the verse opens up numerous other subjects, 
such as humility, pride and structure in the body of Christ. Actually there are no standalone 
verses. They are all connected in a harmony, but the only person who knows how to completely 
harmonize them all is the Holy Spirit. He knows because He is their author. The Holy Spirit will 
begin to point out other passages as they are related to what God wants to speak to your heart at 
the moment. It is important to note that God’s truth is not changed from moment to moment in 
our lives. That is a big mistake that many make. They attempt to tailor the Word of God to their 
needs at the moment. This is selfish and outside of the voice and will of God. It denies Him His 
rightful place as sovereign over your life, and it makes you the God of you own life. It is also 
void of sound doctrine and good theology. It is not God’s voice speaking, it is you. We must be 
willing to humble our hearts and listen to his sovereign voice. His truth has always existed and it 
does not change through time, culture or by any other factor. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday 
and today and forever. (Hebrews 13:8 ) 


Let’s go on to verse ten with prayer. Lord, you have my undivided attention. Make me 
humble that I may hear you more clearly, and lead me deeper into your wisdom from your Word. 
Amen. We will discuss more about prayer and its purpose when we come to that chapter. Once 
again let’s ask ourselves a probing question. Let’s worship in Spirit and truth. That is correct, 
reading God’s Word in Sprit and truth is an act of worship. Do you see yourself as (a.) pretty 
good (b.) better than most (c.) not as bad as others (d.) right before God because you try your 
best to do the right things most of the time? (e.) None of the above! Hmmmmm. Do you see 
what I mean about being truthful? Remember only the truth will set you free. Then you will 
know the truth, and the truth will set you free. (John 8:32) So if the Son sets you free, you will be 
free indeed. (John 8:36) So remember that as you read the Bible the truth will not set you free if 
you do not accept the truth by faith, even though it still remains true. A mere intellectual 
acknowledgement that these statements are true will not cut it. Here is an example. I know it is 
true that the speed limit is set at 65 mph; I don’t really care because everybody else is going 80 
mph. Therefore there is such a thing as acknowledgment of truth without receiving it yourself 
and assimilating that truth internally. It is sort of like saying that is true for some people but not 
for me. How could that be, when God says “none are righteous, no not one’? Does that not 
include you? However, there is no need to freak out. If you are a born-again believer, then you 
have been made the righteousness of God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that 
in him we might become the righteousness of God. (2Corinthians 5:21) Notice that we have 
become the recipients of his righteousness. It is all by grace and not supplied in any way by us. 
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this is not from yourselves, it is the 
gift of God not by works, so that no one can boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9) 


Verse 11 is especially cutting. Do you really seek God? You might think you do because you 
are busy with all the things that Christianity says to do. However, God says we don’t, at least not 
in his sight. We are all selfish to some degree and seek our own will. That is why we need to be 
delivered constantly. Our flesh is never a friend to the things of God. You might think your heart 
is in the right place. Just listen to what He says about our wicked hearts. The heart is deceitful 
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above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it? (Jeremiah 17:9) You think you know 
yourself. No you don’t! If your answer is my heart is not really that bad, you are calling God a 
liar. Everybody’s hearts are that bad. That is why we should not trust our wicked flesh ever. It 
will turn on you and God in a New York minute. No offence intended to the folks of New York. 
However, their hearts are wicked too, just like us all. G. Willikers, where is our Sunday best 
now? Are you beginning to see what I mean about not being truthful and getting caught up into 
the functions of Christianity rather than the substance of our holy faith in Spirit and Truth? The 
Bible teaches us that the more understanding we gain the less we really understand. That may 
sound contradictory, but it is exactly how understanding in biblical terms works. If any man 
thinketh that he knoweth anything, he knoweth not yet as he ought to know. (1Corinthians 8:2) 
This is so because true biblical understanding is based upon dependence of the knowledge 
greater than the sum of all of us. It is based on the knowledge of the one who truly does know all 
things, who is God. 


Verse 12 is offensive to the church functionary who sees him or herself as going in the right 
direction. This verse says all have turned away. It means what is says, all have turned away. 
There is nothing of value before God out of humanity’s pursuits and accomplishments. Ouch, 
that one hurts! What about all the good organizations in the world that do good for other people 
doesn’t that count for anything? Doesn’t volunteering at the church food pantry on Saturday 
morning count for anything? Of course it does on a human basis, and don’t stop doing them! But 
they do not make us righteousness before God. There is no amount of good works at all that we 
can produce as human beings that can make us right before God. That is why salvation is by 
grace, which means undeserved favor. Therefore, if you think that church attendance, 
communion dinner, playing the bells or belonging to the choir is making your relationship with 
God better, stop thinking that. This author is not saying to stop participation in those activities. 
Rather he is emphatically stating to stop thinking about those activities in an unbiblical manner. 
It is a lie to think that way and lies are the antithesis of truth. Therefore if the truth sets you free 
lies put you in a personal prison. You may be wondering at this point how many people in 
Christianity are experiencing a personal prison rather than person freedom. Unfortunately, the 
answer is many. 


We should not do away with all programs in Christianity; but we should recognize there is a 
strong tendency for people to get caught up in the functions rather than the substance of 
Christianity very easily. There is also a tendency, if unaddressed, for this condition to go on for 
years, even decades. You need a heart transformation. If that is the case in your life, withdraw 
from these functions, or at least cut back, and draw nigh to him. He is there for you always. He is 
waiting patiently for you to come home to him with opened arms. Teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I commanded you: and lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world. (Matthew 28:20) 


Verse 13 is a ten on the spiritual Richter scale. Guess what, everybody is a liar, and our 
tongues are full of poison. At this point you might be saying, surely we can’t possibly all be this 
bad. God says we are. We all believe lies and spread them around like germs on the handle of the 
shopping cart at the super market. We truly need a savior, not a religion called Christianity. 
These functions have never saved anybody. Only the cross of Christ has done that. If you don’t 
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want to hear the truth you will remain in the prison of lies. Remember God’s intent is to set you 
free, but it requires that we believe and agree with his Word. The Word of God leaves no options 
on the table. It will push you over the cliff. That is just exactly the point. The me, myself and I 
are not needed or useful to God at all. Remember that the Bible doesn’t say that some people are 
liars, it says everybody is. Only one person is identified as the truth, His name is Jesus. If you 
don’t believe that you are a liar then you believe bad theology because you are guided by a lie. 


Verse 14 is another verse about the mouth. Did you ever wonder why God focuses on our 
mouths? Actually, we only say what we think. Therefore what we say is a reflection of what is in 
our minds and hearts. This is why Jesus said it was what came out of our mouths that defiled us. 
“What goes into someone's mouth does not defile them, but what comes out of their mouth that 
is what defiles them”. (Matthew 15:11) The apostle James also commented on the subject. So the 
tongue also is a little member, and boasteth great things. Behold, how much wood is kindled by 
how small a fire! And the tongue is a fire: the world of iniquity among our members is the 
tongue, which defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the wheel of nature, and is set on fire 
by hell. James 3:5-6 ) 

The passage continues in verses 15-17 with a scathing report about our feet as well. They are 
full of bloodshed. Have you ever seen your feet in life as full of bloodshed? My guess is 
probably not. We all picture ourselves as much better than that. 

Then in verse 18 He tops it all off with the stunning judgment that our eyes have no fear of 
God. Wow! There is not much left. Let’s take a quick review. We cannot do any real good before 
God. We cannot tell the truth because we already all have perjured ourselves before God. 
Therefore we have no credibility at all. We do not seek God at all because we are all self serving. 
Our feet are part and parcel of the bloodshed throughout the world every day, and we are blind 
because our eyes have no fear at all of our guilt before God for all of this wrong in His sight. 
What are we to do? What hope is there for us at all? One might cry who shall deliver me from 
this body of death? Well one did cry that statement in Romans chapter 7. (Romans 7:24-25 O 
wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me out of the body of this death? (Rom 7:25) I thank 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then I myself with the mind serve the law of God; but 
with the flesh the law of sin.) 

Thank God that this terrible plight is crowned with the glorious grace of God in the very next 
verse of chapter 8. There is therefore now no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus. For 
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made me free from the law of sin and of death. For 
what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, condemned sin in the flesh. (Romans 8:1-3) 


Therefore God clearly saw our sin and failure. He was not caught off guard! He saw much 
further than that as well. He saw a plan of salvation for us as well. It is His plan not ours. So let 
us gather around the strength of Him that saved us to the uttermost. 


Many think that the central purpose of God in this age is the Church. It is true that God is 
redeeming a people unto himself through this age, and the clear identify of the group of people is 
the Church or body of Christ. This view is somewhat convoluted because God’s true purpose is 
in this age is the reaching of the lost through the preaching of the cross of Christ. 
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(1Co 1:18) For the word of the cross is to them that are perishing foolishness; but unto us which 
are being saved it is the power of God 

(1Co 1:19) For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, And the prudence of the 
prudent will I reject. 

(1Co 1:20) Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not 
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 

(1Co 1:21) For seeing that in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom knew not God, it 
was God’s good pleasure through the foolishness of the preaching to save them that believe. 
(1Co 1:22) Seeing that Jews ask for signs, and Greeks seek after wisdom: 

(1Co 1:23) but we preach Christ crucified, unto Jews a stumblingblock, and unto Gentiles 
foolishness; 

(1Co 1:24) but unto them that are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and 
the wisdom of God. 

(1Co 1:25) Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is 
stronger than men. 

(1Co 1:26) For behold your calling, brethren, how that not many wise after the flesh, not many 
mighty, not many noble, are called: 

(1Co 1:27) but God chose the foolish things of the world, that he might put to shame them that 
are wise; and God chose the weak things of the world, that he might put to shame the things that 
are strong; 

(1Co 1:28) and the base things of the world, and the things that are despised, did God choose, 
yea and the things that are not, that he might bring to nought the things that are: 

(1Co 1:29) that no flesh should glory before God. 


Look at these verses carefully. Take a deep breath. Are you weak? Do you struggle? Do you 
feel foolish? God has chosen you to share his message to a lost, dying and sinful world. God 
cares! Jesus took a torturous beating that cannot be put on film because the pain of His suffering 
went far beyond this earthly realm. He took the nails through His hands and feet and wore the 
crown of thorns on His glorious and holy head to be a terrible curse for us. He loves us! He 
proved it! Functions are a poor excuse for walking in the power of His glorious Word. Wake up; 
no one is adequate for this calling. to the one a savour from death unto death; to the other a 
savour from life unto life. And who is sufficient for these things? (2Corinthians 2:16 ) 


As we read the Word of God we are baptized or submersed in to the pure water and washing 
of the Word of God. (Ephesians 5:26 that he might sanctify it, having cleansed it by the washing 
of water with the word,) 


It is difficult or even impossible to find many of the functions found in our modern churches 
in the New Testament writings, but that is the not whole story. The church is drifting away from 
the preaching of the cross of Christ and replacing it with functions. That is why the church is 
struggling to live in the power of the Spirit and love of God. Remember, “and hope putteth not to 
shame; because the love of God hath been shed abroad in our hearts through the Holy Ghost 
which was given unto us. For while we were yet weak, in due season Christ died for the 
ungodly.” (Romans 5:5-6 ) 


Pro 4:20 My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. 
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Pro 4:21 Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart. 
Pro 4:22 For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh 


Let’s take a brief survey of what the Bible teaches about departing from the Word of God 
from 2 Timothy. There is a false assumption that if a person attends a church regularly and 
actively participates in the programs offered at church that they are automatically submerged into 
the Word of God. This is often far from the truth, even if great sincerity is employed in these 
activities and functions. 


(2Ti 3:2) For men shall be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, haughty, railers, disobedient 
to parents, unthankful, unholy, 

(2Ti 3:3) without natural affection, implacable, slanderers, without self—control, fierce, no lovers 
of good, 

(2Ti 3:4) traitors, headstrong, puffed up, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God; 

(2Ti 3:5) holding a form of godliness, but having denied the power thereof: from these also turn 
away. 

(2Ti 3:6) For of these are they that creep into houses, and take captive silly women laden with 
sins, led away by divers lusts, 

(2Ti 3:7) ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 


Through a careful examination of the passage 2 Timothy reveals that these people actually 
have a form of godliness. Yet, they do not possess the inner qualities of the true Christian walk. 
Notice the last verse. Though they carry a Bible around they never really learn the truth in it. 
They cannot explain doctrine because they don’t understand it. They do not spread the Gospel or 
reach the lost because they don’t know that either. They are all about getting more church 
members. Though they are church activists, they are worldly. They are actually void of true 
spirituality that can only be formed through digesting and loving the Word of God. 


Many stress fellowship as the front door to spiritual growth. If ye abide in me, and my words 
abide in you, ask whatsoever ye will, and it shall be done unto you. Herein is my Father 
glorified, that ye bear much fruit; and so shall ye be my disciples. John 15:7-8) Notice that the 
one true requirement of fellowship is that it must be fellowship in His Word. In other words the 
Bible must take center stage in all Christian fellowship. If it is not the fruit of the Spirit will not 
grow as it should. Jesus therefore said to those Jews which had believed him, If ye abide in my 
word, then are ye truly my disciples; (John 8:31) Ihave written unto you, fathers, because ye 
know him which is from the beginning. I have written unto you, young men, because ye are 
strong, and the word of God abideth in you, and ye have overcome the evil one. (1John 2:14) 
Even the love between Christians is dependent on the priority of the Word of God between 
Christians. My little children, let us not love in word, neither with the tongue; but in deed and 
truth. (1John 3:18) The point here is that the truth of God’s Word is necessary in the growth of 
God’s love between Christians. 


Even though the Bible speaks firmly about the fellowship of believers, one must also 
recognize that much of the New Testament was written in isolation from others. Certainly to 
suggest as many do that spiritual growth can only happen while surrounded and imbedded in a 
flock of many believers cannot be sustained very ardently within the pages of scripture. 
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Even at the birth of the church on the day of Pentecost in Acts chapter two when the baptism 
of the Spirit took place, the Word of God soon became the issue. 


Act 2:16 but this is that which hath been spoken by the prophet Joel; 

Act 2:17 And it shall be in the last days, saith God, I will pour forth of my Spirit upon all flesh: 
And your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, And your young men shall see visions, 
And your old men shall dream dreams: 

Act 2:18 Yea and on my servants and on my handmaidens in those days Will I pour forth of my 

Spirit; and they shall prophesy. Immediately, Peter pointed to fulfilled prophecy as written in the 

Old Testament. 


The truth is, man cannot get saved aside from the written Word of God, nor can he grow 
spiritually aside from the correct intake and digestion of the Word of God. The advent of sin into 
the World was caused by the first two humans departing from the Word of God. If they had 
obeyed the Word of God sin would not have taken place at all. Satan knew that and employed his 
strategy in his dialogue, “ hath God said”. Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the 
field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall 
not eat of any tree of the garden? (Genesis 3:1) 


Israel’s history documents the sad and tragic legacy of God’s people repeatedly departing 
from God’s Word. This is all evidence that demands and honest and just verdict. The question 
before us all is, do functions or the true spiritual substance of God’s Word promote spiritual 
growth? Which is the correct answer? What does the Bible really teach on this issue? The correct 
answer is found in the pages of scripture, it is the Word of God as taught in Spirit and truth. Rote 
learning and memorization through repetition will not cut it. And ye have not his word abiding in 
you: for whom he sent, him ye believe not. Ye search the scriptures, because ye think that in 
them ye have eternal life; and these are they which bear witness of me; and ye will not come to 
me, that ye may have life. (John 5:38-40) The evidence is overwhelming. The Word of God, 
when mixed with faith and taught by the Holy Spirit, is what produces spiritual growth. 


There is no need to beat a dead horse. Though this brief chapter highlights some of the 
central biblical passages concerning this issue, it is by no means an exhausted study on the 
subject. Nobody needs another longwinded theological book that will bore us to death. The 
simple truth is the fruit of the Spirit is listed in Galatians chapter 5. They are placed in contrast to 
a walk in the flesh. 


(Gal 5:15) But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of 
another. 


(Gal 5:16) But I say, Walk by the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. 


(Gal 5:17) For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are 
contrary the one to the other; that ye may not do the things that ye would. 


(Gal 5:18) But if ye are led by the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 
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(Gal 5:19) Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these, fornication, uncleanness, 
lasciviousness, 


(Gal 5:20) idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousies, wraths, factions, divisions, heresies, 


(Gal 5:21) envyings, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I forewarn you, even 
as I did forewarn you, that they which practise such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. 


(Gal 5:22) But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 


(Gal 5:23) meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 


(Gal 5:24) And they that are of Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with the passions and the 
lusts thereof. 


(Gal 5:25) If we live by the Spirit, by the Spirit let us also walk. 
(Gal 5:26) Let us not be vainglorious, provoking one another, envying one another. 

This passage actually begins and ends with the firm warning against with the improper use of 
our mouths. If our mouths are spreading the Word of God to each other, rather than being 
employed to improper use, we will be walking in the Spirit and true spiritual growth is much 
more likely to take place, because the Word of God according to (Psalm 119:105) NUN. Thy 


word is a lamp unto my feet, and light unto my path, 


Even in the popular passage from Ephesians 6 about the Christian’s command to put on the 
full amour of God is highlighted and deeply rooted in the Word of God. 
(Eph 6:13) Wherefore take up the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the 


evil day, and, having done all, to stand. 


(Eph 6:14) Stand therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the 
breastplate of righteousness, 


(Eph 6:15) and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 


(Eph 6:16) withal taking up the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery 
darts of the evil one. 


(Eph 6:17) And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God: 


(Eph 6:18) with all prayer and supplication praying at all seasons in the Spirit, and watching 
thereunto in all perseverance and supplication for all the saints, 


Simply take an inventory. Just for fun see how many times this passage either directly or 
indirectly refers to the Word of God. Remember no passage is standalone. Don’t be afraid to 
pray and dig deep. The Holy Spirit will show you where the passages harmonize with others 
throughout the Bible. 


18 


19 


Chapter 2-The Power of Prayer in Gethsemane 


It is likely that most Christians have been taught something about prayer. It is true that we are 
to cast all our cares on Him, just as the apostle Peter said to. This is so because God cares about 
everything in our lives, not just some things. “Casting all your anxiety upon him, because he 
careth for you.” (1Peter 5:7) Paul also included the all important aspect of prayer at the end of 
putting on the full amour of God. This indicates that even with the amour of God on and snuggly 
in place there is still a battle to be fought, and we better be in prayer about it. And pray in the 
Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and 
always keep on praying for all the Lord's people. Pray also for me, that whenever I speak, words 
may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am 
an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should. (Ephesians 6:18-20) 


Take note that Paul says to pray on all occasions. What does that mean? Since occasions 
happen every day, prayer must be every day, just as reading the Word of God must be every day. 
Just as there is an occasion to read the Bible every day there is also an occasion to pray every 
day. However, even though prayer should include everything in our lives, we should learn to let 
God fill our prayer time with His thoughts and will. We should not fill the air with trivial and 
meaningless repetitions. Since the model of prayer that Christ provided includes the asking of 
our daily bread, prayer should be daily, not weekly, monthly or on special occasions. 


(Mat 6:5) "And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in 
the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received 
their reward in full. 


(Mat 6:6) But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is 
unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 


(Mat 6:7) And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be 
heard because of their many words. 


(Mat 6:8) Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him. 


Paul also instructs the Ephesians to pray in a qualitative manner. In other words, the quality of 
our prayers matters as well. They should ultimately point to biblical issues as Paul requested. 
With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord's people. Pray also for 
me, that whenever I speak, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the 
mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it 
fearlessly, as I should. (Eph 6:19-20) 


Why should prayer point to biblical issues? The fifth chapter of James has some great 
teaching on that issue. Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may 
be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (James 5:16) Our 
general relationship with others should not be holier than thou. Chances are, the wrong that many 
Christians have committed is common amongst us all. If it is not we have probably matched it in 
some way or even worse. Secondly, we are commanded to pray for each other to bring spiritual 
healing as well as physical or situational healing. Overall these prayers are with a righteous cause 
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because they lean on Christ not us. They are right on target with God’s will because they are not 
self-centered. The me, myself and I is out of the picture where God wants it. 


Our prayers should be biblical because therein we will find written many of the answers to 
our prayers already. Basically there is no major spiritual or even practical issue that the Word of 
God does not address in some way. Therefore, the first priority of prayer is to grow in the Word 
of God. We will find most of our prayers answered there. Let’s look in the Word of God at some 
examples and applications of prayer. Let’s gain some theology on the subject. 


The Gospel narrative of Christ praying to the Father in the garden of Gethsemane is certainly 
a familiar one to most Christians. Just to refresh our memory and to bring clarity into this 
discussion I have posted below the narrative of this situation from Luke’s Gospel chapter 22:39- 
46. Let’s read it once and pray for God’s leading and direction concerning this passage’s 
importance in our lives today. Pay close attention to the number of times prayer is mentioned in 
the passage. 


(Luk 22:39) And he came out, and went, as his custom was, unto the mount of Olives; and the 
disciples also followed him. 

(Luk 22:40) And when he was at the place, he said unto them, Pray that ye enter not into 
temptation. 

(Luk 22:41) And he was parted from them about a stone’s cast; and he kneeled down and 
prayed, 

(Luk 22:42) saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my 
will, but thine, be done. 

(Luk 22:43) And there appeared unto him an angel from heaven, strengthening him. 

(Luk 22:44) And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: and his sweat became as it were 
great drops of blood falling down upon the ground. 

(Luk 22:45) And when he rose up from his prayer, he came unto the disciples, and found them 
sleeping for sorrow, 

(Luk 22:46) and said unto them, Why sleep ye? rise and pray, that ye enter not into temptation. 


Now that we have counted the number of times prayer is mentioned, notice the intent and 
implications of prayer in the passage. Here was Christ at a most crucial moment in life and 
ministry revealing great truth about prayer. His disciples were in a crucial moment of spiritual 
warfare as well, even though they were somewhat innocuous about it. His clear instruction to 
them was to pray for deliverance from temptation. There was certainly unimaginable spiritual 
warfare and tremendous pressure on him at the moment. We see in this passage a clear contrast 
between His disciples in spiritual failure and His persevering victory through Spirit filled prayer. 
The pressure was so great it even caused him to sweat blood. 


For centuries it has been taught that Christ was asking the Father to deliver Him from the pain 
and suffering of the cross. There are thousands of sermons based on that idea from the passage. 
Yet, it does not really resonate throughout the scripture that the Lamb of God who intently left 
glory and came to fulfill a plan that was set before time began, to take away the sin of the world, 
was suddenly afraid to suffer and die. Jesus clearly taught not to fear what man can do to us. 
“And be not afraid of them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear 
him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell”. (Matthew 10:28) The LORD is on my 
side; I will not fear: what can man do unto me? (Psalm 118:6 ) Just think of how many saints 
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through the centuries have fearlessly faced death for their obedient faith in God. It just does not 
make sense that Christ was somehow making a last minute plea to the Father to potentially get 
out of it. Paul also said that nothing can separate us from the love of God, not even death. 


(Rom 8:17) and if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint—heirs with Christ; if so be that we 
suffer with him, that we may be also glorified with him. 


(Rom 8:18) For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared 
with the glory which shall be revealed to us—ward. 


(Rom 8:19) For the earnest expectation of the creation waiteth for the revealing of the sons of 
God. 


(Rom 8:26) And in like manner the Spirit also helpeth our infirmity: for we know not how to 
pray as we ought; but the Spirit himself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot 
be uttered; 


Rom 8:27 and he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he 
maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God. 


Rom 8:28 And we know that to them that love God all things work together for good, even to 
them that are called according to his purpose. 


Rom 8:29 For whom he foreknew, he also foreordained to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren: 


Rom 8:30 and whom he foreordained, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also 
justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 


Rom 8:31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 


Rom 8:32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also 
with him freely give us all things? 


Rom 8:33 Who shall lay anything to the charge of God’s elect? It is God that justifieth; 


Rom 8:34 who is he that shall condemn? It is Christ Jesus that died, yea rather, that was raised 
from the dead, who is at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. 


Rom 8:35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or anguish, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 


Rom 8:36 Even as it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; We were accounted 
as sheep for the slaughter. 


Rom 8:37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 


Rom 8:38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 
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Rom 8:39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love 
of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 


It is not fear in his prayer at all. It is submission to the Father’s will. Fear and submission are 
very different things. The scripture presents no fear in Jesus throughout the entire passion in any 
of the four Gospels. The word fear or any of its synonyms are not found because He was not 
afraid to go through suffering and death. He was not afraid to die even the terrible death on a 
Roman cross. He came to earth to do this very thing for us. 


It can be argued that if a person is sweating blood, a catastrophic physical break down has 
taken place within the cardiovascular system and death is to occur immediately. Yet, Christ went 
on through the awful scourging and beating of Golgotha and then was nailed through His hands 
and feet to a cross. The episode went on for hours. The beating alone would kill the average man, 
but Jesus was no average man. He was and still is the Son of God! In the end he did not die of 
His physical wounds. He clearly submitted his spirit into the Father’s hands when his work on 
earth was finished, even that was prayer. When he had received the drink, Jesus said, "It is 
finished." With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. Sohn 19:30) The words (he gave) 
clearly indicate an act of his will and of submission to the Father. He did not succumb to 
physical death as normal men do or the people who died adjacent from him on neighboring 
crosses. He had victory over death the entire journey. 


There is abundant evidence in the Gethsemane narrative that Jesus was not praying to avoid 
the suffering of the cross, rather asking His Father to avoid dying there in the Garden before He 
could go to the cross and fulfill His mission to take away the sin of the world and reconcile the 
world to God. His death in the Garden would not have accomplished and finished the work of 
salvation. It is biblical that the Devil pursued Jesus from birth with death threats, however there 
is no scriptural evidence that Jesus ever succumb to these threats. The Garden of Gethsemane 
was no different, only now the end was nearer and Satan was about to be judged. Now is the time 
for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. (John 12:31) _ that 
God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people's sins against them. And 
he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. (2Corinthians 5:19) 


What does all of this mean? It means when we pray we should think about the important 
issues of life deeply. We can learn to see things in life as God sees them. That is one of the great 
purposes of the Bible. Do not try to come up with the answers yourself. That is what prayer in 
the Word of God is about. God has the answers. For example, many times we feel that we need 
an answer immediately. God’s answer is often, “be patient”. Where is that answer in the Bible? It 
is in the first chapter of James. 


(Jas 1:4) Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 
anything. 


(Jas 1:5) If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without 
finding fault, and it will be given to you. 


(Jas 1:6) But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like 
a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 


23 


AS a parent you no doubt have had the experience of a child, especially in their teen years, 
ask you for something. If you are like most loving parents, there is nothing good that you would 
not want to give your child. However, the child’s definition of good may be different than your 
definition of good. Therein is the rub. We often come to God with our own presumption of what 
we think we need or want. These requests may or may not be in God’s overall plan for our lives. 
Therefore, besides generally praising God and magnifying His Holy name, the main priority of 
prayer is to first discover what God’s will is for our lives. From God’s perspective, we may need 
to grow in faith before we receive what we have asked for. Often patience is the answer to that. 


The story of Charles Wesley reflects upon a man who thought he knew God because he was 
an Anglican Priest. The story tells of a man that had to learn the hard way that His Christianity 
was really all about himself, not God. On one of his journeys across the North Atlantic the ship 
was almost savagely torn to pieces. Yet a group of Moravian Christians from Germany who were 
on board were not afraid at all. They were filled with a peace that surpasses understanding. This 
simply bothered Charles Wesley because, simply put, though he was an officer of the church, he 
did not have this inner strength at all. He came to see that his Christianity was essentially void of 
the power of the Word of God, and eventually he came to ask Christ to be his Savior through 
faith. This story is an inspiration to us all. The story is pertinent to this book because there are 
many in the church, even church officials, which are simply filling the air with meaningless 
prayer. They do not possess the inner life of Christ. They do not truly walk by faith, nor do they 
understand the Bible in a Spirit filled manner. The truth is, any one of us can be easily sucked 
into a superficial life of faith that is actually void of God. They tag the base at church three times 
a week, give some money and say a few prayers loud enough for others to be convinced that they 
in fact pray. GOD IS NOT FOOLED! So if this refers to you, stop it! 


What is the lesson from all of this? Did Jesus just suddenly start a life of prayer when he got to 
Gethsemane? Don’t be like Charles Wesley, waiting until the waves of life are almost sinking 
your boat to the bottom of the ocean to become a forgotten relic of the deep. Paul also had the 
same problem as Charles Wesley did until Christ became a reality to him. Then when the trials 
came and the storms raged he was able to find strength from God. 


Act 27:7 We made slow headway for many days and had difficulty arriving off Cnidus. When 
the wind did not allow us to hold our course, we sailed to the lee of Crete, opposite Salmone. 

Act 27:8 We moved along the coast with difficulty and came to a place called Fair Havens, near 
the town of Lasea. 

Act 27:9 Much time had been lost, and sailing had already become dangerous because by now it 
was after the Day of Atonement. So Paul warned them, 

Act 27:10 "Men, I can see that our voyage is going to be disastrous and bring great loss to ship 
and cargo, and to our own lives also." 

Act 27:11 But the centurion, instead of listening to what Paul said, followed the advice of the 
pilot and of the owner of the ship. 

Act 27:12 Since the harbor was unsuitable to winter in, the majority decided that we should sail 
on, hoping to reach Phoenix and winter there. This was a harbor in Crete, facing both 
southwest and northwest. 

Act 27:13 When a gentle south wind began to blow, they saw their opportunity; so they weighed 
anchor and sailed along the shore of Crete. 
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Act 27:14 Before very long, a wind of hurricane force, called the Northeaster, swept down from 
the island. 

Act 27:15 The ship was caught by the storm and could not head into the wind; so we gave way 
to it and were driven along. 

Act 27:16 As we passed to the lee of a small island called Cauda, we were hardly able to make 
the lifeboat secure, 

Act 27:17 so the men hoisted it aboard. Then they passed ropes under the ship itself to hold it 
together. Because they were afraid they would run aground on the sandbars of Syrtis, they 
lowered the sea anchor and let the ship be driven along. 

Act 27:18 We took such a violent battering from the storm that the next day they began to throw 
the cargo overboard. 

Act 27:19 On the third day, they threw the ship's tackle overboard with their own hands. 

Act 27:20 When neither sun nor stars appeared for many days and the storm continued raging, 
we finally gave up all hope of being saved. 

Act 27:21 After they had gone a long time without food, Paul stood up before them and said: 
"Men, you should have taken my advice not to sail from Crete; then you would have spared 
yourselves this damage and loss. 

Act 27:22 But now [urge you to keep up your courage, because not one of you will be lost; only 
the ship will be destroyed. 

Act 27:23 Last night an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I serve stood beside me 

Act 27:24 and said, 'Do not be afraid, Paul. You must stand trial before Caesar; and God has 
graciously given you the lives of all who sail with you.’ 

Act 27:25 So keep up your courage, men, for I have faith in God that it will happen just as he 
told me. 

Act 27:26 Nevertheless, we must run aground on some island." 

Act 27:27 On the fourteenth night we were still being driven across the Adriatic Sea, when 
about midnight the sailors sensed they were approaching land. 

Act 27:28 They took soundings and found that the water was a hundred and twenty feet deep. A 
short time later they took soundings again and found it was ninety feet deep. 

Act 27:29 Fearing that we would be dashed against the rocks, they dropped four anchors from 
the stern and prayed for daylight. 

Act 27:30 In an attempt to escape from the ship, the sailors let the lifeboat down into the sea, 
pretending they were going to lower some anchors from the bow. 

Act 27:31 Then Paul said to the centurion and the soldiers, "Unless these men stay with the ship, 
you cannot be saved." 

Act 27:32 So the soldiers cut the ropes that held the lifeboat and let it drift away. 

Act 27:33 Just before dawn Paul urged them all to eat. "For the last fourteen days," he said, "you 
have been in constant suspense and have gone without food--you haven't eaten anything. 

Act 27:34 Now I urge you to take some food. You need it to survive. Not one of you will lose a 
single hair from his head." 


This is a unique passage about prayer because Paul is not identified as in prayer in the text. 
Verse 29 is the only textual mention of prayer. However, it is safe to assume that His eyes and 
thoughts were on God the entire time, and that he was communicating with God or the Angel 
would not have spoken and directed him as such. Though this section is not laden with prayer in 
the text it speaks about listening to God, or in this case about listening to a man of God who was 
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obviously in communication with God. Remember, if we are truly praying in Spirit and truth, we 
will be talking to God and He will be replying in return. The other men were filled with fear on 
this boat. Paul was filled with faith. Paul experienced a Gethsemane moment on that ship, 
because it looked as though all was about to end at the bottom of the sea. Like Jesus in 
Gethsemane, when Jesus sweated blood and it looked as though all was about to end there in the 
Garden instead of the cross. Jesus showed us the way in prayer, which is to seek and submit to 
the Father’s will. Paul also fixed his eyes on Jesus, and sought the Father’s will. This is 
important because many Christians seek God to change situations rather than seeking the 
Father’s will through the situations that we all face. 


Therefore if we are really praying daily in Spirit and truth, our prayers will grow biblically in 
character. We will find strength that superficial religion cannot supply. When those ordained 
times of extreme trial come in life we will be the ones to be focused on Christ who is the author 
and finisher of our faith. Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy 
that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand 
of the throne of God. (Hebrews 12:2) We will have courage in the storm. We will not panic like 
the others. We will possess prayer filled with Spirit and truth. There is no real reason to get 
swept up into a life of superficial prayer if our lives are truly filled with the Spirit and truth, 
unless we just don’t want to face the truth. 


One of the most touching examples of Spirit filled prayer in the entire Bible can be found in 1 
Samuel chapter 2. It is posted below. Read it carefully! Consider her heart to God. 


(1Sa 2:1) And Hannah prayed, and said, My heart rejoiceth in the LORD, mine horn is exalted 
in the LORD: my mouth is enlarged over mine enemies; because I rejoice in thy salvation. 


(1Sa 2:2) There is none holy as the LORD: for there is none beside thee: neither is there any 
rock like our God. 


(1Sa 2:3) Talk no more so exceeding proudly; let not arrogancy come out of your mouth: for the 
LORD is a God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed. 


(1Sa 2:4) The bows of the mighty men are broken, and they that stumbled are girded with 
strength. 


(1Sa 2:5) They that were full have hired out themselves for bread; and they that were hungry 
ceased: so that the barren hath born seven; and she that hath many children is waxed feeble. 


(1Sa 2:6) The LORD killeth, and maketh alive: he bringeth down to the grave, and bringeth up. 
(1Sa 2:7) The LORD maketh poor, and maketh rich: he bringeth low, and lifteth up. 
(1Sa 2:8) He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, to 


set them among princes, and to make them inherit the throne of glory: for the pillars of the earth 
are the LORD'S, and he hath set the world upon them. 
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(1Sa 2:9) He will keep the feet of his saints, and the wicked shall be silent in darkness; for by 
strength shall no man prevail. 


(1Sa 2:10) The adversaries of the LORD shall be broken to pieces; out of heaven shall he 
thunder upon them: the LORD shall judge the ends of the earth; and he shall give strength unto 
his king, and exalt the horn of his anointed. 


Let’s close this chapter with prayer. Father, we come to you in the name of your son Jesus 
Christ. We ask that you give us the strength to abandon the silly games that we play. We ask that 
you fill us with prayer from your hand. We ask that you give us understanding to pray according 
to your will form your Word. Amen 
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Chapter 3-Walk by Faith Not by Sight 


Hebrews 11 gives the clarion definition of faith. Now faith is the substance of things hoped 
for, the evidence of things not seen. (Hebrews 11:1) The first thing to notice is true faith is 
substantial. It is not just an idea or a pile of beliefs. Biblical faith has substance. The greatest 
revelation of biblical faith is found in the person of Jesus Christ. Who being the brightness of his 
glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, 
when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high. He is 
the exact image of the invisible God. (Hebrews 1:3) He is eternal life. That which was from the 
beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked 
upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; For the life was manifested, and we have 
seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was 
manifested unto us; (1John 1:1-2) 


There are many more passages that support the fact that Christ is not only the Son of God, He 
is also God the Son. Yet, amidst this fabulous revelation is the substance of the incarnation. God 
became a man with flesh and blood just like us. His faith was in perfect harmony with being a 
man like us with only one significant difference; He never sinned. That means his walk was in 
perfect obedience to the Father’s will through every step of His life. He is the only human being 
to do that! That means that His faith was perfectly conjoined in perfect balance to his substance 
as a man in flesh and blood and His substance as God within as well. His inner man was always 
perfect! A thought of disobedience never crossed his mind; he never inhaled a breath nor took a 
single step in life outside of the will of God. 


Since none of us will ever come anywhere close to that lofty spiritual state in this life, the best 
we can experience is the transforming of our lives into his likeness one step at a time through His 
grace. This incredible achievement is not accomplished through our power or our Christianity. It 
is accomplished by the indwelling Spirit of Christ. This is our hope of glory. To whom God 
would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is 
Christ in you, the hope of glory. (Colossians 1:27) 


The prevailing view of faith is taught in the present church milieu as a tool or vehicle to 
acquire things from God. This acquisition can be spiritual or physical. They are both taught on an 
equal basis. Let’s look at the deficiency of the spiritual aspect of this form of faith teaching first. 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ: (Ephesians 1:3 ) In whom also we have obtained an 
inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the 
counsel of his own will: (Ephesians 1:11) 


There are two aspects to these blessings that are important to note. They are not lacking 
spiritually in any way and they cannot be acquired because they are already given in full as our 
inheritance. An inheritance cannot be earned or acquired; it is in us, and simply given, which in 
the case of the believer, it is all received at the moment of salvation in full. Then why doesn’t it 
appear that way in many believers? It doesn’t because we do not appear as what we shall be. 


Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we 
know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. (1John 3:2) 
The Bible teaches that life begins at conception. That means that from the moment of conception 
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the embryo is fundamentally as much of a human being as a 90 year old man or woman. Yet they 
certainly do not appear the same, nor is the extent of their experience the same either. Yet they 
are both equally human. Life’s experience after birth does not make people more human than 
before birth, just more experienced and changed in growth. 


Therefore we possess all of our inheritance at the moment of our new birth, yet there is a 
growth process involved throughout our lives as believers. This process is called Christ being 
formed in us. “My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you”. 
(Galatians 4:19) In other words we possess everything that God is going to give us in Christ 
now in terms of the spiritual man, yet this gift has come to us in a transforming process that 
needs cultivation and feeding for growth of formation to take place properly. The two 
fundamental instruments of spiritual feeding are Spirit filled truth mixed with faith from God’s 
Word on a daily basis and Spirit filled prayer to bring what we have learned from God’s Word 
into the realm of a living relationship with the living and risen Christ. This is then a legitimate 
walk of faith! 


Soon a spiritual person begins to crawl, and then takes baby steps, until a mature man or 
woman of faith is walking upright in the will of God for their lives. Even Jesus grew in wisdom 
and stature. And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man. (Luke 
2:52) Jesus was always the Son of God, even before his incarnation. Yet from the point of His 
incarnation which was conceived by the Holy Spirit, He was in the process of growth just like us. 
He was born a baby just like us; He grew into a toddler just like us, then a young man and then a 
grown man. However, through all of this growth He was never becoming the Son of God 
because He already was the Son of God. It is similar in many ways for the believer, from the 
point of salvation. But as many as received him, to them gave He power to become the sons of 
God, even to them that believe on his name: (John 1:12 ) This simple passage from John’s 
Gospel states that those who believe Christ for salvation become sons and daughters of God from 
that point on forever. 


We will never appear as all that we will be in this life that is why we are to walk in faith not 
by sight. 


2Co 5:4 For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for that we would be 
unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life. 


2Co 5:5 Now he that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who also hath given unto us 
the earnest of the Spirit. 


2Co 5:6 Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, 
we are absent from the Lord: 


2Co 5:7 (For we walk by faith, not by sight:) 


Consequently, one of the great attributes of true spiritual growth is the ability to see life 
through the eyes of faith. The mature believer is able to see afar off, beyond this age and even 
beyond this life. 


Pe 1:3. According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and 
godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 
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2Pe 1:4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye 
might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world 
through lust. 


2Pe 1:5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 
2Pe 1:6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 
2Pe 1:7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 


2Pe 1:8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren 
nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


2Pe 1:9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that 
he was purged from his old sins. 


This fabulous report from the apostle Peter proclaims that we are complete, and we have 
everything necessary to live godly lives. Nothing is lacking at all, nothing is to be acquired 
through any means at all. Yet as we add knowledge, virtue, temperance and the other attributes 
in Peter’s list our spiritual inner man will grow stronger and more mature. Similarly, food that 
you eat does not make you any more of a human being than you already are. It just causes the 
human being that you already are to grow and be transformed through the stages of life. This is 
Peter’s way of describing the growth of the inner man, which is similar to the way Paul described 
the process in Galatian chapter 5. In both cases the Holy Spirit is the source of spiritual growth, 
which the believer must yield and submit to. 


In time the believer through the right care and spiritual nourishment grows and is able to think 
and operate and take action in life in a mature spiritual fashion, which is in accordance with 
God’s will for his or her life. There is no shortcut or fandangle gimmick that can replace God’s 
true plan of spiritual growth into a true walk of faith. This can only happen through the intake of 
Spiritual truth from God’s Word, which must be mixed with faith, and experientially 
incorporated into our lives through prayer by way of a living relationship with Christ who is 
God. 


For this person, a walk of faith is normal. It is not an abnormal or unusual feat or 
accomplishment. It is his or her normal way of life. These individuals bring the substance of faith 
into everything they do and every place they go. This is because their faith is not something that 
they do, it someone that they are. It is their identity. It is the complete opposite of the lost who do 
not know who they are, because they do not know God. So they fill their lives with lies and a 
false identity. Unfortunately, the carnal believer does not yield to God. They resist him through 
pride, and they live according to their own will. Though they are saved, they will not grow and 
produce fruit, even though they are equally equipped to do so. 


This situation is sad, and can result in the most serious kind of penalty and chastisement from 
God. 


1Co 11:30 For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep. 


1Co 11:31 For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged. 
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1Co 11:32 But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be 
condemned with the world. 


Surely we should focus on more positive things than the tragic results of carnal forms of 
Christianity. We can desire the more excellent way. And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these 
three; but the greatest of these is charity. (1Corinthians 13:13) But, beloved, we are persuaded 
better things of you, and things that accompany salvation, though we thus speak. (Hebrews 6:9) 


Remember that true faith is not a pile of ideas we believe, it is who we are from moment to 
moment, not knowing what is in the next moment but having the substance of that moment now 
before we step there. This is true because the substance we do not see is nothing less than Christ 
himself, not just in Spirit but in human flesh as well, for He is risen from the grave and 
victorious over death. Time and space does not bind Him, and in a certain way it does not bind 
the true person of faith either, because we are spiritually and physically joined to Christ, He 
interacts with us daily because he is faithful to do so. Therefore, if we possess genuine faith, 
even a small quantity, we can truly command a mountain to be moved and it will be moved. That 
is how powerful genuine faith is. 


There are many mountains in life to move, but they are not all worth moving, nor are they 
necessarily God’s will to move them all. Yet there is one mountain worth moving in all our lives. 
It is the mountain of superficial-ism that functionally- based-Christianity promotes every day to 
millions of unsuspecting people. We must each move that mountain individually through 
Christ’s help. It is the only way that each individual member will become what we ought to 
become in Christ. The pretense of faith is a major theme in both the Old and New Testament. It 
is identified in the Bible as the overt practice of biblical religion with a wrong heart attitude. 
Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with 
their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is 
taught by the precept of men: (Isaiah 29:13) This people draweth nigh unto me with their 
mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. (Matthew 15:8) 


Each individual must go under the rigorous process of self-examination. Examine yourselves, 
whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus 
Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates? (2Corinthians 13:5) We constantly examine our bank 
account receipts, but not our spiritual account within. God’s process of self-examination is 
highly improbable without the daily intake of God’s Word. As stated before in this document and 
repeated dozens of time in the Bible as well, it must be mixed with genuine faith. This can only 
be adequately executed through the Holy Spirit’s power. It could never be accomplished through 
our efforts alone. This is nothing less than a sham and a shame. God requires truthfulness 
because He is pure truth. We need to ask ourselves some very important questions. Are we 
grabbing life like a bull by the horns through accepting the challenging aspects of true faith, or 
are we simply passing through this time of life by going through the motions? If so, we might be 
missing the entire point of God’s message to us. Are we handling the problems of life in the 
same manner as everybody else, including unsaved people? If so, there is something very wrong. 
We are His chosen people. He does not want us to handle life in the same way the unregenerate 
handle life. Consequently the church has reverted to a flurry of business meetings, instead of 
serious prayer time. If our prayer time has degraded to asking God to keep blessing our business 
meetings there is something really wrong. Show me one example in the New Testament of Christ 
blessing a business meeting as direct result of answered prayer. Do you see what I mean? It isn’t 


31 


there is it? This has all regressed to the same stuff unregenerate men do. If it is questioned or 
addressed, these men just scratch their heads and don’t seem to get it at all. That is because they 
are carnal. And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as 
unto babes in Christ. I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to 
bear it, neither yet now are ye able. For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you 
envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? (1Corinthians 3:1-3) 


This entire set of circumstances is a three ring circus, with a master of ceremony and the 
works. Yet, we still have the Holy Spirit and each one of us can respond to Him on an individual 
basis. Clearly, the emphasis of the Holy Spirit’s work in this age is placed on the individual 
believer. There really is no such thing as a corporate baptism of the Spirit. Each individual is 
baptized into the body of Christ severally as He wills. 


(1Co 12:12) Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, 
so it is with Christ. 


(1Co 12:13) For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body--whether Jews or 
Gentiles, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 


(1Co 12:14) Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many. 


(1Co 12:15) Now if the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," 
it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. 


(1Co 12:16) And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," it 
would not for that reason stop being part of the body. 


(1Co 12:17) If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole 
body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 


(1Co 12:18) But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he 
wanted them to be. 


(1Co 12:19) If they were all one part, where would the body be? 
(1Co 12:20) As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 


(1Co 12:21) The eye cannot say to the hand, "I don't need you!" And the head cannot say to the 
feet, "I don't need you!" 


(1Co 12:22) On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 


(1Co 12:23) and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the 
parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 


(1Co 12:24) while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has put the body 
together, giving greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 
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(1Co 12:25) so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal 
concern for each other. 


(1Co 12:26) If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part 
rejoices with it. 


(1Co 12:27) Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 


(1Co 12:28) And God has placed in the church first of all apostles, second prophets, third 
teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, of helping, of guidance, and of different kinds of 
tongues. 


(1Co 12:29) Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 
(1Co 12:30) Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 


(1Co 12:31) Now eagerly desire the greater gifts. And yet I will show you the most excellent 
way. 


Take a careful look at this passage from1Corinthians; it clearly emphasizes the individual 
aspects and attributes of the body of Christ. When we die, we will not be judged for our walk 
corporately, the judgment will be individual. God "will repay each person according to what they 
have done." (Romans 2:6 ) For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that 
each of us may receive what is due us for the things done while in the body, whether good or 
bad. (2Corinthians 5:10) So then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God. (Romans 
14:12) But I tell you that everyone will have to give account on the Day of Judgment for every 
empty word they have spoken. (Matthew 12:36) 


Judgment is certainly a fact of scripture, but it is not God’s preferable terms. God is love and 
mercy. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. (1John 4:8) Therefore 
God has mercy on whom he wants to have mercy, and he hardens whom he wants to harden. 
(Romans 9:18) “Judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful. 
Mercy triumphs over judgment. (James 2:13) 


If we are walking, which is synonymous with living by sight and not living by faith, we can 
change. If we are trapped by a system of superficial works programs sponsored and promoted by 
the local church, you can change. God is merciful, and is patiently waiting for you to pick up his 
Word and ask Him in the closet of your heart to teach you what it means to walk in biblical faith. 
There is no shortage of reasons to believe. Just turn on the news, look at your own family or 
consider your neighbor, but most importantly take a good hard look in the mirror. God is faithful. 
For this reason he had to be made like them, fully human in every way, in order that he might 
become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement 
for the sins of the people. (Hebrews 2:17) 
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What About Sunday? 


From the earliest recorded church documents and ecclesiastical history, Sunday, the first day 
of the week, is the day that Christians have recognized as the day to congregate and worship. Far 
be it from this author to find substantial grounds against congregating on Sunday or any other 
day as the local expression of the body of Christ. It is also not the intention of this author to 
knock good Spirit filled involvement in activities at your local church. However, we need to be 
careful here, because works programs are dangerous to our spiritual health. Just consider what 
Paul said to the Galatians. 


(Gal 3:1) You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ 
was Clearly portrayed as crucified. 


(Gal 3:2) I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the works 
of the law, or by believing what you heard? 


(Gal 3:3) Are you so foolish? After beginning by means of the Spirit, are you now trying to 
finish by means of the flesh? 


(Gal 3:4) Have you experienced so much in vain--if it really was in vain? 


(Gal 3:5) So again I ask, does God give you his Spirit and work miracles among you by the 
works of the law, or by your believing what you heard? 


(Gal 3:6) So also Abraham "believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness." 
(Gal 3:7) Understand, then, that those who have faith are children of Abraham. 


(Gal 3:8) Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the 
gospel in advance to Abraham: "All nations will be blessed through you." 


(Gal 3:9) So those who rely on faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. 


(Gal 3:10) For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse, as it is written: "Cursed is 
everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law." 


(Gal 3:11) Clearly no one who relies on the law is justified before God, because "the righteous 
will live by faith." 


(Gal 3:12) The law is not based on faith; on the contrary, it says, "The person who does these 
things will live by them." 


(Gal 3:13) Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is 
written: "Cursed is everyone who is hung on a pole." 


(Gal 3:14) He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the 
Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit. 


The stunning aspect of this passage from Galatians is the contrast between the Holy Spirit 
process of perfecting and that of religious oriented human works. The one leads us to life and 
fulfillment and the other is a satanic trick. Even though the text focuses on the incorporation of 
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the Old Testament legal system into the New Testament life of the church, it really does not 
make any difference, because this problem is like a chameleon. It resurfaces in different clothes 
over and over again. Satan is the master of disguise. And no wonder, for Satan himself 
masquerades as an angel of light. (2Corinthians 11:14) Satan wants to drown the believer in 
works programs rather than walking in faith by the power of the Holy Spirit. This is not rocket 
science, it is just the truth. 


There are many sincere pastors that are caught between the dilemma of promoting activities 
to get people to attend, and continue attending church on Sunday, and the realities of true biblical 
and spiritual growth. For many in the pastorate their position in the body of Christ has degraded 
into a glorified babysitting job for adults. In many cases the church has now become a center to 
handle personal problems, and the pastor has become an inexpensive psychologist or social 
worker. As standalone issues they are not wrong, but they are not the central New Testament 
focus or purpose of the church. The church is to be a place where believers get encouraged and 
built up through the proper teaching of God’s Word and carry out its main function in the world, 
which is to evangelize or reach the lost with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The biblical picture of 
evangelism is to outreach the community and even the world with the message and life of Christ. 
This picture and purpose has been perverted to a great degree. The Spirit filled outreach of the 
New Testament has been reduced to inviting people to church on Sunday or Wednesday evening. 
Once again, there is nothing wrong with that, but if we have allowed that format to become the 
extent of our evangelism, we are in big trouble as a church. No wonder that post-modernism and 
liberal theology is taking over. What is being done about this? How should Spirit filled and 
Christ committed believers respond to this? This author has not been approached by a genuine 
Christian on the street in over thirty years. I guess it isn’t kosher any more to do that. 


Many pastors would be delighted if their congregational members would truly start reading 
their Bible and seeking Christ’s power through Spirit filled prayer to live by faith every day. 
There is a good reason for this. People would start showing up to church in power and victory 
rather than sorry and defeated. Our activities at church would become secondary and our 
neighbor would become primary. Many, LORD, are asking, "Who will bring us prosperity?" Let 
the light of your face shine on us. (Psalm 4:6) Why do we bring to church all our troubles? If we 
give them to him Monday through Saturday, we won’t need to bring them to church on Sunday. 
The righteous person may have many troubles, but the LORD delivers him from them all; (Psalm 
34:19) 


Though we all face a serious battle and are steeped in spiritual warfare over all of our heads, 
we have the victory. No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 
us. (Romans 8:37) How can we sell out to a valley of dry bones when there is so much to be 
rejoicing about? We are God’s people. We have the Holy Spirit. Nobody is stronger than Him. 
You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is 
greater than the one who is in the world. (1John 4:4) Of course we are surrounded by a terrible 
sin-filled world, but why are we allowing it to take us down too? Everyone born of God 
overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. (1John 4:5 


The corporate union of the body is important. If you have found a good Bible believing and 
Spirit-filled church that is following the biblical picture of evangelism, then great! However, 
many have not. This is because there are not many churches that fall into that description. The 
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truth hurts, and is sometimes offensive; however it must be faced at some point. It will all be 
faced someday before God. 


Though the situation is nothing less than serious, there is still a pathway back to God. It is 
through His Word by His Spirit (the Holy Spirit) and truth (true biblical theology or doctrine). It 
is through actually having and living a daily relationship with the living and risen Christ. 
Therefore, he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always 
lives to intercede for them. (Hebrews 7:25) Good works and activities cannot do that, only He 
can! 


Therefore the purpose of this brief compilation of thoughts is to nudge and exhort people in 
the right and biblical direction. It is to get us to take a personal inventory. Are we reading our 
Bible every day? If so, is our Bible reading truly in Spirit and truth? Are we praying every day? 
Is our prayer life honest, thoughtful and submitted to God’s will? Or are we just filling the air 
with words because it is the Christian thing to do? Are we allowing the Holy Spirit to teach us to 
pray about things that really matter to God, or do we keep giving God our perspective on issues 
rather than His? If we are not reading His Word daily, how could we be listening to Him, 
because he tells us to take life one day at a time right in his Word? Because of the LORD's great 
love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is 
your faithfulness. (Lamentations 3:22-23) 


This book is to remind us that Sunday and Wednesday are but a small fraction of each week. 
The true force of the Christian faith must be exerted ever day, not some of the days! To make 
Sunday every day is certainly a daunting challenge, but one that is necessary. Once we really get 
into His Word, we see how necessary this task really is. The Bible tells us that we cannot do this 
on our own. No one can be a biblical Christian, only Christ can do that in us. It is an everyday 
project, not just on Sunday. 


The three basic areas of discussion in this book cover the importance of reading the Bible 
every day, praying every day and walking in faith every day. Each subject is dynamically 
intertwined with each other like a threefold cord which cannot be easily broken. (Ecclesiastes 
4:12 Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not 
quickly broken.) It is certain that our battle is not really with flesh and blood. Paul told us to do 
everything to stand against the wiles of the evil one. 


Eph 6:10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 


Eph 6:11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil's 
schemes. 


Eph 6:12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly realms. 


It is foolish and presumptuous to think that we can simply go to church three times a week 
without putting these essential qualities in our spiritual lives in a substantial biblical manner 
within the inner man. Nothing less will truly do! If you possess this in your life as a reality, then 
you will bring them to church on Sunday and everywhere you go and do from Monday through 
Saturday as well. 


